The high life

A quarter of Australians now live in apartments. For some
that means being part of a close-knit community, for others
life has never been lonelier. Sue Williams reports.

Republic Cale in Meibourns.
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hen Anne McAlaney moved her

Earily to 3 house in the mner

izt while their city a et

WA UIHCTEonE repovalions, she
wad shiocked to discover what life trere was
really bk, While Friends had waed Iyrical
about 3 burming semise of coiurruniby warii-
it the neighbauriied, she found dnly the
acute chifl of 26cial lsolabon.

Yo kavaw! 1'e miever bewn as lonely oo my
ife, Hiving beve,> says Anne, 39, sitting in the
hovze in Middle Panc. "in our apartment
block, you talked tothe other people thees,
arnd walkied out the door straight inte the bisi-
nezs of Hee ity T was preak Hlere, if vou walk
outand see s seapully it makes your day We
cant wait o get hack b our apartriont and our
W Cornrmnsly”

A — who runs her owr cade while alsa
Ieekirrg after: her 20 mpnil-oki i, with
partier Bradley Matthews:and bis bvo
£ &, B 1 s Finn i — is
ane of @ prowing band of people charipionimgs
the potendial o apariment bulldings 1o
Bewoiriiin real eomimurities.

Conrentinnal wesdam ray have i iha
subairhan neglibouriocds have the mopogo’
car wasmeriuity, witly their patential for sloes
parties, knocking ondeors fobormow gigar
parape sales and neighlbours chaltlng over
fenices; But g the population contines 1o
docammp from heuses and Widovards on'the
city okt bl aly and innersuburban
apartments, increasingly these mésidents are
sevrins the inikatiee o establish their ovm
Erabal comnunities.

Pubare analysis af KPMG are in no douli
that Hhiis has now became a'discemnilie brend.
Sarnh Breen; senior rhanager int the propey
diviston, save it's coly Hkely boogrow sironget
with timee: “In ihe fse years 1o e [ask consuas
Fromme 1996, there's been o huige population
rnove (o within e Elommetees of the CRO°
sl saye

“Tleeyre quite denscly populated areas, 5o
a kot of those peeple are maving inke 3pet
mrenis, Many of thern are yoamger professa-
ats bait there are aleaa large proportion of
older empiy-mesters. They have more of a
seqise of commmuity oo living in e sub-
ks, o théy wanl 1o ré-create that winen thry
e e bl aparirients,

Tvem developers oW take this fadnT into
aceount wherns designing new aparimen|
Ihacks anvd complexes, They see good buliding
Frcilities swch as pyms, swimming pools,
saunasand spas asall providing ressdents
with fomems for meetingy excly sther and forg-
ing friendships, while Hrere are more Zng
mire plans for cafiss and restavrants within,
below or next o apartrent blocks.

Builder aipd developer.The Bragy Group is
part of this movement. General manager of
sales George Keith sz its labest develapment,
the Wilks Stroct project; dose fo the Cueen Vic
Market ond Flagstaff Gardens, inclodes plars
for both s cale snd restaumnt o sie

Tt pives residents another place 1o mect
cach other informally,” hie 2ays. “Adeo, @ sense
of cosnmumity can grow (e careli] planming
of tee mix of bypes of aparinients.

“It's different frem being i the sibarbs,
st siot riany peaple there know their neigh:
bears any moge anyway, Longer warking
Teotirs Tiave created & siliation where many






